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1 en 1 firſt 1 this Er 1 
| T had no thoughts of committing = 
8 to the preſs, nor, indeed, for ſome” 
„ after I had delivered it; but, as 1 
find it has been miſrepreſented by ſome, 
and miſtaken by more, I now ſend At 
abroad, to anſwer for itſelf: I ſend ig 
forth as my public teſtimony, and hal 
world is welcome to treat it as it ſhall 
think proper. I am prepared for the of. 
5 fence 1 it will unavoidably give to ſome peas | 
ple; but, bleſſed be God, I am not to be | I 
_ terrified with an hard name. If the blefled'Þ ik 
Jeſus ſhall be pleaſed to accompany this I f 
diſcourſe with his divine grace, and make fi 
it the inſtrument of convincing apy one: [i 
of my brethren, I ſhall think ny gf H 
ee rewarded for my trouble. 5 
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N wi —1 am pure from the Hood 15 ally men. 4 a 


Aber Paul, who os make this ion . 
happy ate thoſe of his ſucceſſors, who can 
LK. make his words their own ! May the eternal | 
God increaſe-their number! Theſe words are part 
of St Paul's addreſs to the elders of tlie ehürch. 
_ at-Epbeſitr, when he was about to depart: don 
them. _ His affairs would not permit him to 

Epheſus; but when he was at Miletus, he- 17 55 
moned the elders of the church to appear before 
kim; and, when they were come to him, e 
ſaid unto them, Ye know, from the firſt day that 1 


I came into Alia, after what manner I bau been 


with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving the Lord with ai 


| hunulity of mind, and with many tears, and temp 


tations which. befel me by the tying in wait of the 


Jeus; and how [ kept back nothing that was p. 


table unto. you, but have ſhewed you, and have 


ecke, 


700 ing both to the Fews, and alſo ig the 
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caught you.. publicly, and from houſe #8: hot uſe, te. 


repentance towards God, and faith towards our Tory! 1 


Jeſus Chriſt. And now, behold, J go, hound in ths 


Spirit, unt» Feruſalem, not Hons the. thinks 1 


that ſhall befal me there; ſave that the Holy, G 


| e ti in eder city, fei ing, that bonds aud af 4 
' A 3 ; hy p 5 HAS Sr 


„ 


ficl ian abide me. But none of theſe things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſa 
= that I might finiſh- my courſe with Jay, and the 
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10 teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God. And now, 
behold, I know that ye all, amons whom I have 


miniſti which F have received of the Lord Jeſus, 


gone preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall fee my 

= face no more. Mherefore I take you do ref 1, 

day, that I am pure: from the blood of al men. 
The doctrines St Paul laboured ſo earneſthi to in- 
= culcate, were, repentance, or converſion td God, 
an faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt : this was the 
E commiſſion he had received; and becauſe, by 
the grace of God aſfiſting him, he had executed 
it faithfully, recommending it by his own ex- 
ample, and ſparing no pains to bring ſouls on 


Etheir way to his bleſſed Maſter, he therefore de- 


= clared; that he was pure from the- Blood of alt 


. 5 Sn 
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Tus commiſſion every miniſter of the goſpel is 
= Jonoured with; and it is incumbent on us to imi- 
kate the apoſtle's practice, that we too may be 
able to ſay, when we are called to give an ac. 


count of our ſtewardſhip, we are pure from the. i 


= blood of all men. We cannot but be ſenſible it 
will be our greateſt happineſs to be able to make 
this declaration ; and, before we can juſtly de- 
elare this, we muſt have performed, as far as in 
lies, What is required of us as miniſters of 


mit, zac what we have ſolemnly promiſed and 


I can, therefore, make it my buſineſs, in the 


following difcourſe, to fet forth the great duties 
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&: 2 terme and chen to wake a ee 
apples to ourſelves. | 2 . Ws 
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And way the holy and na}; Spirit o of God I 


vouchſsfe us his gracious preſence at this, time 
may le take all our hearts into bis ow] po- 


ſeſſion, may he remove all oppefition and pre- 
juice from oar minds, and enable us td attend 
with meekneſs on what ſhall now be delivered), 
: either out of his word: or eee aeg ae 3 


42 


N Fut, then, 1 am to ſet beforevyon he gere 4 
duties of a golpel- miniſter. 1 9 x 
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A hoe; my tee TOE: e vrechrens 3 
let me entreat your ſerious and candid attention. i 
If I ſpeak plainly, impute it to a deſire of dif- 


charging the office aſſigned 9 ar "OO: 5 GB Ie | 
| inclination to'offend.. A 3938-4 - 


it , * 4 1 
viz he. 2 £3 


| Iris impoſiible to give a full view PP. the minis 
terial duty | in the ſmall compaſs of a diſcourſes 
I can only inftance in a few particulars. And firſt, 
it is our 85 to preach, not ourſelves, but Chriſt ® 
Feſus the Lord. The apoſtle in the text declares} i 


that he is pure from the blood of all men, becaule 


he had preached . repentance toward God, and 
faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Theſe are the 


doctrines we are ie preach; ; We are to tell the 
people committed to our charge, that tbey are 


fallen creatures, that their nature is depfaved 
and corrupt, and that chey muſt come to the Lord ³⁵⁶ 
Jeſus Chriſt for repentance and faith to have that 
evil nature removed. The whole ſeope and te- '2 
nor has .the ſeripture runs thus: That man. 155 4 
A / © fa len 1 
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EF fallen. creature, that his nature is averſe to 
God, and that he has no power te turn himſelf 
from darkneſs unto light by any will of his own. 
The ſeriptures repreſent mankind in a ſtate of 
E nature, as dark and blind; they deelare, Mur. 
nothing can enlighten an unconverted {ou}, but 
the reviving rays of Chriſt the Sun of righteouſ- 
© neſs. They: give us no account of the diggity 
cot our nature, they do not amuſe us with a detail 
of our moral excellencies; but tell us in plain, 
terms, that we are born in ſin, that there is none 
nigbieous, no nut one, that we are all by nature 
gone out of the way, that we are altogether be. 
eome abominable; they tell us alſo, that nothing 
can raiſe us from this diſmal ſtate but the opera- 
ions of the Spirit of God; that of ourſelves we 
eannot ſo much as think a good thought. Theſe 
E things, therefore, we are to teach and e-xhort; for, 
till we. make our hearers ſenſible of their ſinful- 
= neſs and danger, we cannot expect they will ap- 
piy to the remedy. | We are to inform the people 
committed to our charge, that there is an abſo- 
lute neceſſicy for their ſeeing their own vileneſs, 
| before they can be made partakers of the grace 


Aſter having convinced ſinners of the error of 
their ways, and, by the bleſſing of God on our. 
miniſtry, induced them to ſeek for mercy, we are 
then to point out to them. the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, - 
the dear Redeemer of the world, who died for. 
their fins, with whom there is mercy, and with 
whom there 1s plenteous redemption; we are to 
adviſe them to beg the afſfiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit of God to apply the merits of this bleſſed Re- 
A . deemer 
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eimer to their hearts: it is our Sake to wan 


ners of the da nger t hey are in, and to invite we y 
them home to We bleſſed. Jeſus,. ror fa whoſe Þþ 
. ob: 


merits we are to propoſe to them a free 
without their own Merits. or deſerving. 
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Amuſing our hearers with ſchemes af, our 1 4 


with ſyſtems of natural religion, which never had 4 


any exiſtence but in idea, is not preaching Jeſus” 
Chriſt ; wrapping them up in the conceit of their 


own abilities, is diametrically oppoſite to the '2 


goſpel, and the, RIP: 8 we can ape a. | 


- 


em.. 21 : 
A ain, as s the je people are not to * 1 
the dignity o 
they: to bs told that their own: works: can plead 
their cauſe with God, or that they have the Jeaft 


band in their juſtificatidn. It is our duty (f 4 
ve would be faithful to our truſt) to inform them, 


that they muſt come to Chriſt as ſinners, owning 


their inſuſſieiency, and aſeribe 0 > him The Owe 5 1 


glory of-ther; ſalvation. _ 


105 


We are told in ſeripture, chat the 23 of 1 man 


ic only evil continually; that God hath concluded u! 


their nature, ſo neither ought 5 


der fin; and with regard to our recovery by 


Jeſus Chriſt, we are told, there is no ether name 


under heaven given among men, whereby they can 


be ſaved, but oy the name of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt: Ther ore, being juftified by faith, we have 3 

Prone, with God, "throueh our Lord Feſus Chriſt 

hy grace are: ye ſaved, 3 faith; and tbat 

nor-of yourſetves : it is tbe t! 1 of Cod: not of | 
0a 
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with many others which might be produced, ſuf: 
1 2 e that mankind by nature are in x 
= Rate of ſeparation from God, and that their (al. 
© Vvauon is entirely owing to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© Without their works or performances. 


As I have the authority of the Bible, I have 
© alſo the authority of our own church, which, ! 
= truſt, I ſhall always honour and revere next to 
IE, ee 


In her ninth article, entitled, Of original or 
Bib ſin, ſhe declares, © That man is very far 
= © gone from original righteouſneſs, and is of his 
- © own nature inclined to evil, ſo that the fleh 
© © luſteth always contrary to the ſpirit, and there- 
t fore in every perſon born into the world; it 
© © deferyeth God's wrath and damnation”? 


Wo» 


2% 


. Sion of mortal agency, ſo much contended for 
y (V 


8 N 
"SEEK" 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam 
1 is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare him. 
„ ſelf, by his own natural ſtrength. and good 
Works, to faith, and calling upon God » where⸗ 
fore we have no power to do good works plez- 
„ ſing and acceptable to God, without the grace 
e of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may 
= © have a good will, and working with us when, 
0SI3!!! thay good wikY oo nt: 
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And that Juſtification by faith alone is the dec 


xrine of the church of -England, ſhe convinces” Þ 


us in her eleventh article, of the juſtification E 


—_ 


% We are accounted righteous before God 


£6 S7. for the merits of our Lord and Saviour 
e Jeſus Chriſt, through faith, and not for our * 
« own works or deſervings; wherefore, that we 


« are juſtified by faith only, is a moſt wholeſome - 
1 doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more 
« largely is expreſſed in the homily of juſtifſca- 


* 


1 muſt refer thoſe who are deſirous of farther 
evidence, to the excellent homilies of our church, 
where they will find theſe great truths frequently - 
and ſtrongly inculcated ; more eſpecially in tbe 


firſt homily on faſting, in the two ſermons. on ſalva- 


tion by Chriſt, and in the firſt homily on good works - ; f i 
annexed to faith, Theſe evidences ought to be ad-. 


mitted by us as ſtrong proofs, becauſe we have al! 
ſubſcribed, and ſolemnly engaged to abide by MR 
BEL No, 04105 1; 4 re 


We ſee, then, that preaching juſtification by _ 
works is no part of a, miniſter's duty. I mean not 


to decry a life of piety and holineſs, God forbid ; 


I mean, (as I am taught by our own church), that 
we are juſtified by the free grace of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus... Faith is the inſtrument by which this ju. 
ſtification is applied to the ſoul, and works are the |} 


fruit and ſign of the genuineneſs of vur faith. It | 


is plain, works can have no hand in our juſtifica- - } 


den; becauſe we are expreſsly told, that of our. 
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tified by works, becauſe we can do no Food 
2 Works till we are juſtified; They are the fruit of 
© the Spirit of God working in the hearts of alf his 
le, inclining them both to will and do of bit 
E pleaſure. Thus we are told in the twelfth 
ticle; that good works are the fruit of faith, 
And do 7 follow after, (not go before), they follry 
_ after. juſtification ; and: a, x then they cannot en. 
ure the ſeverity of God judgment; yet, being 
the confequence of jaſtifying faith, they are plea. 
ng and. acceptable to God. But then I would ob- 
ſerve, that by faith I do not mean a bare belief, 
the devils have this), but a principle wrought in 
he ſoul by the Holy Spirit of God enabling the 
nner to {ee his fins pardoned, and 2 him 
"ro all holineſs of heart” and A 5 5 
1 ſupport of un 1 appeal to the dun on 
e, and ro the ſermons on the {ren 


| Works then are the cotile genes of a juſtifying 
| * faith; and for a miniſter to preach up works to 
= congregation who have experienced nothing of 
Hy love of Jeſus on their ſouls, is full as abſurd 
as to begin to 8 at the top without N the 
Hunden. 


= ry . apo 227 for FR 1 hath rok u us, 
6 Jam 52 T ſhould never have dreamed 


- that we are to take it for granted, that all our 
hearers are /mcere believers in Jefus Chriſt, Now, 
for my part, 1 cannot take this for granted. 1 
* wiſh that one in fifty was a fincere be- 
Ever: Believe they may as the devils 09s but 

this 


we 
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this is not faith. I can look upon no man to be a 
| ſincere believer in Jeſus, but one whoſe heart is 
changed, who has felt the weight of fin, and has 
experienced, or, at leaſt, is deſirous of experien-* +} 
_ cing the pardon of God to his foul: but I cannot 
look on thoſe-to be ſincere believers, who, though 
they make an outward prefeſſion, have never felt 
the power of the goſpel in their hearts, nor ſhew _ 
the fruits of it in their lives and converſations ; 
for, as our 12th article expreſſes, by theſe works 
. à lively faith is as clearly difcerned, as a tree 
+. yew by Rafrajlt” 77 374 Og 9. ae 


_ © Theſe, my brethren, are the doctrines we are 
bound to preach : this, namely, free ſalvation by 2 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the doctrine poor ſinners 
want, and what they would gladly flock to hear. 
Theſe doctrines it is our duty to preach with all 
diligence ; we are to propoſe them to our people, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear. We are not to fear the face of man: we 
muſt expect oppoſition from the men of this world, 
if we preach the goſpel in fincerity. Our Maſter ' 4} 
himſelf gave offence, his apoſtles gave offence, - 
and all his miniſters who have dared to preach Þ 
free ſalvation by his name, have always given of. 
tence. But, notwithſtanding the oppolition we 
are ſure to meet with from carnal men, we muſt 
reſolye to go on, and preach the word with all 
boldneſs. If we fear the face of man, we can ne- 
ver perforn what is required of us. We muſt fear 
u man's perſon, but declare unto all the whole Þ 
counſel of God, whether they will hear, or whether | Þ 
they will forbear, 1 
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Bt! in ente Sun * ur with: power, 5 we. 


þ | rol experience, or, at leaſt, deſire to experience 


” theſe things in our own hearts.” When the word 
goes from the heart, it will always reach the 
beart. Oh! bow powerfully. will the goſpel of 4 


” Jeſus prevail over all ö hems it comes 
. the Years. of, the eicher! „ 


"Again, if. we defire the W Fs ty. us ER 
take effect, we muſt be inſtant in ſeaſon and ont of 


| fo We muſt omit no opportunity of inviting 


ſinners to God; we muſt make it our meat and 
drin to do the will of him that ſent us. The mi- 
niſter of Chriſt is always in his element when he 
is Inviting ſinners to return to his bleſſed Maſter. 
| Converting ſouls, and not lording it over God's 
Heritage, is the duty of a Chriſtian preacher; and, 
indeed, if our own bearts are /prinkled with the 
| blood of Fe/us, we ſhall deſire nothing fo earneſtly 
as 10 feed the flock of God with the ſincere milk 
| of the word; we ſhall not want to baſk in the dig- 
nities and preferments of the church, but ſhall be 
willing to /pend and bs ſpent in our bleſſed Ma- 


ſter's ſervice; we ſhall not think we. have dif- 


charged our duty by having performed ſome few 


outward ſervices, but hall ever be employed in 
our Maſter's buſineſs. And if we are not thus 
employed, we are none of his ſervants. We may 
bear his name, it is true; but unleſs we are dili- 
gent to publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvatihn n by 
| Jeſus: Chriſt, we are baſtards, and not ſons ; ve 
may profeſs to we God, „das we are all Now while 


OE: our « own belly 
Once more. n is our i indiſpenſable Fes to re- — 1 
REY: | 5 ee 4 
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commend our docttine by our lives and copver 


tions. Whatever may have been our pradfice-be-- 1 
fore we were converted, being once perfuaden: e 
the truths of the goſpel, we are bound to bse 
them, and become patterns to out flocKiin'all Po i 
Thus have I pointed out ſome few of the duties 
required of a goſpel-miniſter; and uh if ff, Bf 
fur theſe things 7 No one in bis own" firength, 2 
none bur ſuch as are aſſiſted by the good Spirit of 
God. Our office, my brethren, requires great 
things of us; and we have great reaſon to beg 
God's directions, that we may be able to diſcharge 3 
it aright. This brings me, as I propoſed, to ap- 
ply what has been ſaid to ourſelves, - ' 1 
And now, my brethren, are we pure from ir 
Mood of all men? Let us lay our hands on our 7 
hearts, and aſk onrſelves the queſtion ; and may 
the eternal God, in whoſe preſence we are, ena» i 
dle us to anſwer aright'! Do we preach free fal- 
vation by Jeſus Chrift, or do we preach for. doe 
trite the commandments of men? We have all 
ſolemnly engaged to preach free ſalvation by jet 
ſus Chriſt; without man's merits or deſervings. 1 
would lay a greater ſtreſs upon this, becauſe this 
daoctrine is grown into great diſrepute of late; and 
ſome men are not only contented to neglect theſe. 
great truths, but have the aſſurance to brand 
them with enthuſiaſm. How they can reconciſe 
this with their oaths and ſubſcriptions, they are to 
determine; reconcile it to the word of God they 
„%% $A EE get, 
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| leſs frequented than t | 
that a degeneracy of manners univerſally prevails. 
Now I may venture to affirm, that the moral 
& © preaching, ſo much in vogue, is the cauſe of all 


| will bold no water. 


E  Juſtification- by Chriſt alone, as I have already 
& obſerved, is the doctrine of the goſpel, and of our 
E own churcb, and never, tilbwithin a century a o, 
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It is a eee, that our churches are 
ey uſed formerly to be, and 


0 N * 4 
; * 


8 


9% I 


this. In ſhort, we have preached morality fo 
lang, that we have hardly any morality left ; and 


| this moral preaching has made our people ſo very 


immoral, that there. are no lengths of wickednels 
which they are afraid of running into And: how | 


q ſhould it be otherwiſe? We have forſaken the 
OChriſtian doctrines, the fountain of living waters, i 
and have hewed to ourſelves broken ciſterns which 


„ 


had theſe who call themſelves miniſters the face 


to contradic iti. 


Preaching works aroſę from hence: In the grand 
E rebellion, when religion was made a ſtalking 
E horle to ſerve: the blackeſt and moſt lidboticd 
E purpoſes, many perſons concerned in it perverted 

E the Chriſtian doQrine of juſtification by faith, and 
allerted, that beheving only in the name of Jeſus 
E would entitle them to eternal joys. This was 
E downright Antinomianiſm. Some faithful mini- 
Efters thought it their duty to:ſtem this torrent of 
Finiquity, and to declare in all their diſcourſes, that 
that could be no true faith in Chriſt which was un 
attended with its proper fruits. This method of 
E preaching was ſoon abuled, and, at laſt, paved 

the way for the preſent method of preaching 
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Juſtification by works; and ſo; in order to avod 
Antinomianiſm, we are at laſt run into rank . 
minianiſm; and I am ſorry to fay, the Arminiin } 
doctri ne of juſtification by works has too long pre- 
vailed among us, and it is high time it ſhould, be 
exploded. I am ſure it is counterfeit divinity, and 
will never paſs current in the court of heaven. lt 
has indeed been à long time eſtabliſhed among 
us, and the learned Dr Edwards, in the ſecond 
volume of his Preacher, complains of it. His 
words are theſe : “ That there is a great declen- 
„ ſion from the primitive truths, is too manifeſt to 
« be concealed ; yea, and the perſons concernec 
« do not deſire it ſhould be concealed; for they 
« proclaim it to the world, and therefore they Þ 
cannot complain that I have done them any 
«wrong. The writings and diſcourſes of our di- 
“ vines bear witneſs daily, that the Arminian i 
points are their delight, and theſe they are con- 
_ « tinually cultivating and bringing to perfection. 
« Remonſtrantiſm SOS 6 by our chiefs, it 
_ « appears in a canonical habit, it is voted to be 
* orthodox, and it even paſſes for the articles of 
% our church. Nothing will go down with the 
«bulk of our clergy but this. All other doctrines i 
are eſteemed by them as a religious and better 
„ fort of canting and gibberiſh: and yet, by the 
« way, it is obſervable, what good company theſe 8 
_ «6 gentlemen keep, Pelagians, Papiſts, and Soci- i 
«© nians; tbeſe, all along in their ſeveral tenets,. 1 
% are their affociates, their comrades,” and their 
“ friends; whom yet, at other times, they pretend 
„ to diſlike, and hold no correſpondence with, 
yea, they ſeem to ſhew a great antipathy againſß i 
them; but, 3t ſeems, they can unite very peace- 
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3 ds in Hoi FOR which 1 with: way not 
J 4 be a preſage and forerunner of their joining in 


$ „, more. God grant that the perſons who are 
. moſt concerned in this diſcourſe, may lenuhz 


e confider what I have ſaid before it be too late.“ 
5 T hus oy this great and good dieine. 4 


B if we helives the feripumes,. if ve pay the leaſt 
N e to our.own church, if we attend to the 
words already quoted, we muſt be ſenſible, that 
preaching juſtifeation by works is indeed an un- 
cCbriſtian and a moſt damnable doctrine; in ſhort, 
it is downright Popery. - Juſtification by works i: is 
5 not the ent, but Poputh doctrine. e | 


3 It a we -neglet to preach the doctrine of on 
3 by Chriſt alone, without mincing the matter, we 
are guilty of perjury. 'Fhoſe who make a conſci- 
E ence of their oaths and ſubſcriptions, will not be 
- offended at this plainneſs of ſpeech : thoſe who 
do not, ought to be rold oe: it; avis b Pray God 
* amen dem. e 


A 1 irren . Jaw this 4oRtrine has ion 
3 branded with the name of enthuſiaſm. I ſhall 
convince you of the abſurdity of this notion in the 

Vords of the divine above men tioned. Fi 
2 40 Sonder W 1 be ble it is to ay out 
XZ againſt new lights, to profeſs our difiike of in- 

ons, to condemn the giddy Sectaries for 
ning about with every wind of döctrine; 
and yet to be really guilty of this ourſelves. 
Ai inianiſm is a new ſcheme of religion, which 
E ** defaces the ancient portrauture. we had of the 
4d Kine nature 7 9 it is a new fa- 
1 „ ] wien, 
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c «© ion, and Hoke of divinity ; 's and yet we boaſt 

„ that our faith is immoveable, that we ſtanck 

« faſt and keep our ground, and are fixed on 

our centre, whilſt others fly off from it, and | 

„ deſcribe a very vagrant circumference. — 4 
_« churchmen generally talk of antiquity, . | 
what fine things there were of old in the tirks "2B 

« mitive times, and they are diſpleafed with thoſe 

that ſnew any diſlike to them : but hew ſelf. 

« condemned are they, whilſt they revolt from 
„ {ome of the ancient doctrines of the apoſtles 
% and primitive Chriſtians, from the perſuaſion 4 

© of all the prelates and divines of our church 3 

that were our predeceſſors ſince the reforma- 

„ tion, and from the determination of the firſt 
reformed churches abroad? Where then is our 
ſtability, where then is our immoveableneſs, 9 

| "where is Our ene of inen PB 


6 hope 1 have now given fuſſeient 8 = 1 
what E bave advanced, viz. that it is our indiſ- 
penſable duty to preach the plain doctrines of the 
goſpel, without the enticing words | of mant 
wiſdom: Let us therefore aſk ourſelves, Do v i 
make a conſcience of theſe things? Do we, in 
ſhort, make a conſcience of our profeſſon? Do -e 
make it our ſtudy in every ching to approve o 
Lelues unto God, and to fave the ſouls committed 
to us? — God forgive us all; for here, I am ſure; i 
we are greatly deficient. O] let us implore the 
Spirit of God, et by any means, after e have 
x 2preached 10 ether, Wwe wot ama Nen men ; 
: . 1 bi: 2 H 


deln, are we half fo eager to hunt for ws 
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EF as we are to hunt after preferment? And here 
what a mean and ſcandalous thing is it for thoſe 
ho are honoured with a commiſſion from God, 
and who are to ſtand between him and his peo- 
ple, to be dangling at the heels of a man in 
power, for a little paltry promotion? And for 
this reaſon the word of the Lord by the prophet 
is come upon us, Therefore have 1 alſo made you 
= contemptible and baſe before all the people. — And 
are we not become baſe and contemptible before 
the people, by departing from the conmandment 

given unto 15, and by running after the error of 
© Balaam for reward? Is not that other prophecy 

E fulfilled upon us, The heads thereof judge for 
reward, and the prieſts thereof teach for hire, and 


3 "the prophets thereof divine for money 0 


But to conclude : Let us, my brethren, for 
E God's ſake, and the poor ſouls ſake committed to 
dur charge, reſolve, by his grace, to preach Feſus 
E Chriſt, and him crucified. Let us remember what a 
E folemn account we muſt one day make. If we do 
not preach the goſpel in ſincerity, how can we ap- 

| pear at God's tremendous bar? What can we ſay to 

© thoſe poor ſouls who ſhall be deluded by our falſe 
E and” pernicious doctrines, if they perith through 
our neglect? They will juſtly ſay unto us, in the 
E. preſence of men andeangels, We lay our damna- 
E tion at your door, ye Phariſaical teachers, who 
have with. Holden from us the good word of life; 
vou never told us of the danger we were in; 
vou amuſed us with a detail of our fancied per- 
fections, and never ſhewed us the way to a eruci- 

bed Redeemer. They indeed ſhall die in their 
FTW DTS mniqnitie. 
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iniquities, bus their blood will 
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This, ſurely, if we believe any rhing, unſes 
we only make à trade of our profeſſion, this, 
ſurely, is enough to make the ſtouteſt of us 
Thus have I gone . with what 1 propo- 
ſed. Whether I have faid enough to move you 4 


I know not; ſureI am, I have ſaid enough to tet Þ} 
rify myſelf, and to ſtand abaſhed and-confounded' * 
before the face of God, Prudence, indeed, might 
have dictated to me not to have ſpoken ſo plainly, 
for fear of giving offence ; but, if 1 ſhould be 
afraid of ſpeaking the truth, good God! what 
greater cauſe have thoſe to fear who fallify their 


oaths. betray their Maſter, and lead millions of 

ſouls into everlaſting deſtruction? — Lord jeſus, 

remove the veil from their hearts, and convince 
them of their danger before it be too late! 


. * * "os 
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One word te the congregation, and 1 have Þ 


ti 


Tou have heard, my brethren, with' what free 
dom I have addreſſed thoſe of my own profeſhon 3 i 
bear then with the ſame plainneſs to yourſelves... I} 

_ Remember ro eſteem and honour thoſe who la- 

bour among you in the word of God and doctrine. 
Tou ſee what great things are required of us. It 
is your duty to pray for us, that we faint not. NE 

babe a treaſure committed to us, it is true, but 
we have it in earthen veſſels. Remember this, i 
and pity our infirmities, conſidering that we alſo. 


keck gur redemption by his death, and was a- 
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ics men; abi to like e with: „ 

E Many of ydu are glad of an opportunity to revile 
the miniſters of the goſpel, pay no regard to their 
I RR Oh but deſpiſe! their counſel; bur you 

© will, do. well to remember, that -whoſoeyer de. 
12 iſeth us e bim that ſent us, I ſhall now 
deſire all bere preſent to join their hearts with 
mine in ſolemn prayer to God for his bleſſing on 
© the miniſters of the goſpel; which-we may do in 
3 ey words . our own «ured. A den 
; ryice. $2 3 5 7; 2 4 4-65 $14 -4 
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1 ae God. 1 wol bel | Father, 
6 . who, of thine infinite goodneſs, haſt given 
E © thine only and dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt 
IJ « to be our Redeemer, and the author of ;ever- 
= laſting life, who, after that he had made per- 


„ ſcended- into heaven, poured | down, his pitts 
E *. abundantly upon men, making ſome apo „ 
fine propheis, ſome. e ſome paſtors 
aud doctors, to the edifying and making perfect 
bi church; grant, we beſeech thee, to us thy 
. « faithful ſervants; grace, that we may be eyer- 
3 7 more ready to ſpread abroad thy goſpel, the 
glad tidings of reconciliation wih thee, and 
| 0 uſe tbe authority given us, not to deſtruction 
put to ſalvation, not to hurt but to help; ſo 

chat, at wiſe and faithful. ſervanti, giving to 

iy fumily their porion in due ſeafon,. we may 
I of at laſt be received. into everlaſting joy, through 
= «-TJeſus Chriſt, our Lord; who, with thee and 
Bk 785 Holy Ghoſt, liveth and e ever n 3 
2 (7: Gods ons, without end. e „ 
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G God our Father, and from our Bord Jefus 
Chriſt. - I have you often upon my mind; you 


than I you @ letter, 1 might haye expected one 


B—r H — were in Edinburgh, 1 was deter- 


out of the abundance of your heart, as well as the 
words of your mouth, you. continue to proclaim 


name of the Lord. B-——r M—— gives a good 


my ſoul. May both of you increaſe, though 1 de- 
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Wes merey, aud peace be wich you; from 


are near my heart. As you could better ſend me 


from my dear brother long before now. But be 
it as it will, hearing in a line from from BI 
M-— to BG—— 5 — yeſterday, that you with -: 


mined without delay to write you. Not tha 
J have ſo much to ſay, as to lei you ſee I do not, 
will not, cannot forget you. 1 would willing- 3 
- ly- hope yau enjoy a competent ſhare of go; 
health, But I would much more fincerely Rope, 
nay I doubt not, but your ſoul proſpers, and that, 
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the wonderful things of God. Macte virtute eto. 54 7 
Go on and proſper. I with you good luck in the 


account of the proſperity of the wal of grace in 
the. city; and that you and 5B— T H-—— are 

greatly bleſſed in your labour of love, Therefore 
| rejoice, yea and] will rejoice. Praiſe the Lord, 0 
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creaſe. Preach up Chriſt Jeſus and him cru» 4 
cified. . Preach him up as our only wiſdom, righ- 4 
teouſneſs e and SPB PErOns Preach 2 
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ar b ſmattering a little for him, 
now and then rob the devil of a pdor ſin- 


. . | der for my dear Lord. Buſh:beating, highway- 


| robbing and-plunder for my. Maſter, is, and L 
* hope ever will be my way of living on earth; fot 
1. 255 dread hanging nor damning: and I 
| hope my dear brothers .S—— and 1. — fear 
more chan I do. Let us thunder the terrors 
ea 20 ſinners; proclaim the blood and 
e e of. Jeſus (ſweet and precious as he 
2 to che penitent and broken-hearted; and to 
believers. let us preach his fulneſs, ſuffcieney, 
|: promiſes, and. aithfulgeſs; aſſuring them that he 
Will never, neve! leave, never; never, never (as the 
e treads it) foriake them, Heb. xiii. 5. So: 


F* Fall be well with Miniſters: and Chriſtians at 


laſt. The Lord bleſs you. My kind love 

to rer — 4 toe in haſte. Pardon all 

Vece in this ſeribble. I add no more; wy 
ay for me, and 15 MSIE for\yoir.. Tam 
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